Toward vital status sweeps: a case history in sequential monitoring.
We use data from the Cardiac Arrhythmia Suppression Trial (CAST) to demonstrate the sensitivity of sequential monitoring to the timeliness of survival data. In CAST vital status sweeps were not routinely performed prior to the times of sequential analysis. Examination of the delay between death and reporting of death shows that the change in the time of sequential analysis by even as few as several months can have dramatic impact on the results of the sequential analysis.